
 
Finch Road, Chipping Sodbury, South Gloucestershire BS37 6JE 

Raysfield Primary School: office@raysfield.org.uk 01454 866795 

 

Wednesday 1st September 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We sincerely hope you have all enjoyed a relaxing summer break. This week we will be busy 

preparing to welcome your children back to school on Monday 6th September.  

 

In response to Government and local authority guidance on COVID 19, we wanted to write and let you 

know Raysfield’s approach to our September return. Whilst the expectation is largely to return to a 

recognisable ‘normal’ there are some COVID safety measures we wish to maintain.  

 

You will be aware of the latest government guidance which states, from 16 August 2021, children and 

young people under 18 and 6 months will no longer be required to self-isolate if they have been a 

close contact of a positive case but will be advised to take a PCR test.  They will not need to isolate 

whilst they wait for their PCR test result. If they do not choose to take a PCR test, as this is 

recommendation only, they should still attend the school/setting.  

 

At the heart of all our planning is an aim to maximise face to face education and minimise any 

disruption, whilst managing the risk of COVID 19. Therefore, we will have the following safety 

measures in place: 

 

- One way system will still be used in order to reduce crowding. Please see dojo for where to 

drop off and pick up your child. 

- Please continue to wash your child’s hands and check their temperature before leaving your 

home. If they have any of the known symptoms of COVID 19 (new continuous cough, loss of 

taste or smell, high temperature) it is imperative they stay at home.  

- PE kits will continue to be worn to school on PE days (plain white T.Shirt, blue/ black shorts or 

tracksuit bottoms. Please note: no football shirts are permitted). Teachers will provide this 

information on class dojo.  

- Good hygiene measures will remain in school which include regular handwashing before and 

after breaks as well as the arrival on the site. 

- We recommend your child walks or cycles to school to avoid traffic building up at the entrance 

to the site. Bikes can be locked and kept on school’s bike racks.  

- Staggered lunch times will be in place across the school. All children will use the dining hall 

and this will be cleaned in between sittings.  

- Cleaning will continue to be a priority. 

- We will still be encouraging a swift drop off and pick up to avoid face to face conversations at 

these times. Staff will be happy to have longer conversations with parents which can be 
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arranged via the office. If you need to speak with your child’s class teacher please email 

office@raysfield.org.uk  

 

There is no longer a requirement for the year groups to be in bubbles. However, as Raysfield is a 

large primary school, we will operate with two cohorts of children sharing play spaces for example 

Year 3 and Year 4 will share a playground. There is no longer a requirement for you to wear a mask, 

but you can continue to do this if you would like to. 

 

We understand that there will be some apprehension about returning, but we want to reassure you 

that we will take swift action in response to any COVID cases or a cluster of cases. We are expecting 

all our children to return. The school leadership team and governors regularly review our risk 

assessment and the staff are prepared to manage and respond to any change required in order to 

keep children and staff safe. We strongly encourage your children to attend school every day; please 

do get in touch via office@raysfield.org.uk if you would like some support with returning to school.  

  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

o What will happen if my child tests positive for COVID 19? 

Please inform the office office@raysfield.org.uk or phone 01454 866795. Your child will 

need to isolate for 10 days. This will allow us to report the case to Public Health, who will 

help to determine the isolation period.   

 

o What will happen if my child displays one of the symptoms for COVID 19 within the 

school day? 

The school office staff will ring you to collect your child and advise you to seek a PCR test for 

your child. Your child will be reassured and taken to one of our isolation rooms (first aid room) 

with an adult, who will care for them until you arrive. The staff member will wear PPE.  

 

o What will happen if my child is considered a close contact of another child or staff 

member who tests positive for COVID 19? 

If your child is considered a ‘close contact’ we will email a ‘Warn and Inform’ letter and 

parents will be sent a text message. Within the letter you will be advised to book a PCR test 

for your child. The whole class will be informed by email of the positive case. If you wish to 

seek a PCR test for your child, you may. Children will not need to isolate and can attend 

school, they do not need to wait for the results of the PCR test.  

 

o What will happen if there is an outbreak of COVID 19? 

The government have provided guidance on the thresholds of a COVID outbreak within 

school. 

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for 

COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or  

•  10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive 

for COVID-19 within a 10-day period  

Note: This is not unrelated cases  

 

mailto:office@raysfield.org.uk
mailto:office@raysfield.org.uk
mailto:office@raysfield.org.uk


At Raysfield we have an outbreak management plan, which involves swift action to reduce contact 

between classes, communication with parents and carers and immediate contact with Public Health to 

support further action required.  This will be kept under constant review. 

 

The staff team will continue to test themselves twice weekly and the vast majority of us are 

vaccinated. The local authority strongly encourages communities to use the home testing kits 

regularly (twice a week) and seek the vaccination where eligible. They are also recommending 

parents download HANDi app to support with making decisions about childhood illnesses 

https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/).  

 

I sincerely hope this letter answers any queries you may have. Please do not hesitate to contact us if 

you have a question. Our main method for queries from parents is our office email address 

Office@raysfield.org.uk  

 

We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 6th September and will enjoy watching your children 

thrive over the coming year.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Claire Hill  

Headteacher 

 

https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/
mailto:Office@raysfield.org.uk

